
 

Kaprun Castle in November 2019 with new larch roof 
above the great hall. 

 
The history 

of Kaprun Castle 
 

 
It started on the Bürgkogel 

 
The first evidence of human settlement in the Pinzgau region 
dates back to just after the end of the last Ice Age - around 
10,000 BC. The transition from a hunter-gatherer lifestyle to 
producing food with agriculture and cattle began around this 
time in the region at the eastern edge of the Mediterranean 
Sea. 
 
The oldest traces of settlements in the municipal area of 
Kaprun date back to the Bronze Age. In the Early Bronze Age, 
an extensive settlement where copper was molten arose on 
the Bürgkogel, protected by steep rock slopes and rock walls, 
near today’s Klammsee lake. The Bürgkogel plateau was 
levelled as early as 2000 BC to make space for residential and 
farming buildings made of wood. Like most cave settlements 
in the Alpine region, the Bürgkogel was abandoned around 
1500 BC. Instead, people lived in unfortified settlements at 
the base of the valley. Apparently, it was possible to secure 
the mining area over a wide area, meaning the settlements 
were in no immediate danger. A change in conditions half a 
millennium later, during the Urnfield period, led to a return 
to settling protected spots such as the Bürgkogel. 
The second settlement period on this rocky height spans the 
late urnfields around the Iron Age, i.e. the entire first 
millennium BC. A ring-shaped perimeter fortification in the 



stone masonry is documented on the Bürgkogel in this 
period. There were far-reaching trade links in the Iron Age, 
particularly with regions south of the Alps. High-quality 
ceramics from Venetia were imported as early as 700 BC, 
probably traded in exchange for copper. The heyday of the 
settlement on the Bürgkogel was during the 2nd and 1st 
century BC. 
The emergent great power of Rome was especially 
interested in the resources of the Alpine region; gold and 
iron. Roman and Celtic coins found from between 96 and 80 
BC prove the introduction of a monetary economy. A disc-
shaped iron ingot from the Bürgkogel weighed exactly 20 
Roman pounds, the ingot was apparently destined for trade 
with Italy. The Celtic tribe of the Ambisontes settled in the 
Pinzgau region in the Late Iron Age; the region’s name 
derives from this tribe. 
The Bürgkogel was abandoned at the beginning of Roman 
rule in the Alpine region (15 BC). A settlement developed 
opposite Kaprun, near Fischhorn Castle in Bruck on the 

northern valley side of the Salzach river. It presumably 
served as a road station. This valley settlement was 
abandoned during the perilous times of Late Antiquity, from 
around 300 AD, and refuge was once again taken on the 
Bürgkogel. A hill-top settlement was likely surrounded by a 
perimeter wall, of which no remnants have yet been found. 
The settlement likely existed until the land was seized in the 
7th century by the Bavarians, after which the Bürgkogel was 
once again abandoned. 
 
The name “Bürgkogel” in Kaprun is derived from a vast 
fortification in the Middle Ages, of which only wall fragments 
below ground level have survived. The castle’s masonry 
either collapsed or was transported away for building 
materials over time. There are no references to a castle at 
this place in the preserved medieval documents. However, 
the course of the medieval ring wall (total length of about 
600 metres) can still be traced across long parts of the 
terrain. Smaller parts were unearthed and conserved during 
excavations by the Salzburg Museum and the Provincial 
Archaeology Department between 1991 and 1993. 
The ring wall surrounded the highest point of the Bürgkogel. 
It was connected to an outer bailey, also surrounded by a 
wall. The entrance on the east side led out to the outer bailey 
area via a wide gate. Another slightly smaller gate granted 
access from the outer bailey to the centre of the complex. 
The ring wall was made of quarry stone and lime mortar. All 
of the buildings inside the defensive wall, however, were 



made of wood and other perishable materials. An exception 
was the tower-like construction in the outer bailey area that 
provided an overview, securing the most vulnerable part of 
the perimeter fortification. 
The few medieval ceramics fragments and iron objects found 
during the excavations indicate that the castle was built in 
the 10th century. The Bavarian noble family of the Counts of 
Falkenstein, who owned a lot of land in this area during the 
High Middle Ages, are the presumed builders. 
The medieval castle on the Bürgkogel apparently stood until 
the beginning of the 12th century. It was around this time 
that a new castle complex was constructed at the eastern 
entrance to Kaprun, on a rocky spur around 30 metres above 
the Salzach Valley. Despite many constructional alterations, 

this remains intact in essential parts to this day. The 
Bürgkogel has only been used as a cattle pasture ever since. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Chataprunnin in Pisoncia 
Kaprun in the Pinzgau Region 

 
The tribe of the Bavarians arose in the late 5th century, 
following the intermixing of Germanic tribes with the settled 
Roman population. Bavaria was ruled by the Agilolfings until 
788, when it was incorporated into the Frankish kingdom 
under Charlemagne. Pope Leo III elevated Salzburg to an 
archbishopric on Charlemagne’s orders in 798. In the early 
Middle Ages, the counts were responsible for the 
jurisdiction, tax collection and military protection of their 
counties on behalf of the king. Of the two counties in the 
Pinzgau region, the Upper Pinzgau region has survived to this 
day almost unaltered in the form of the district court of 
Mittersill. Significant noble families, who owned large 
estates in the area, dominated the Pinzgau region until the 
transfer to the Archbishopric of Salzburg (1228). Yet the 
archbishops of Salzburg, who were bestowed large parts of 
the Zillertal as early as 889, also showed an interest in 
acquiring estates in the Pinzgau region. 
 
Archbishop Odalbert of Salzbug carried out a trade with the 
priest Engelbert on 9 February 931. The priest gave three 
farms and six serfs from Perach, Lohen and Strass (near 
Freilassing in Bavaria) to Odalbert, and in turn received 
holdings for himself and his son Liutfred in Kaprun, Gmain 
(near Bad Reichenhall) and Glas (south of Salzburg), 

previously given to him as fiefdoms by the church of 
Salzburg,. Such precarious contracts, often signed in the 
Early and High Middle Ages, offered advantages to both 
parties. The priest and his son had unrestricted use of all the 
stated holdings until the end of their lives, after which the 
entire property reverted to the church of Salzburg. 
 
The name ‘Kaprun’ first appeared in 931 as Chataprunnin, 
presumably alluding to a murky or polluted well (MHG quât 
or kât = “Kot”, Eng. “faeces”). The addendum in Pisoncia 
indicates Kaprun’s location in the Pinzgau region. It was 
named after the central place Pisoncia, today’s Zell am See. 
The designation “Gau” was used for administrative areas and 
closed settlement territories, but also for important places 
(e.g. Thalgau, Pfongau) during the time of the Agilolfings. The 
Gau lost its political significance during the Frankish era, yet 
it remained as a familiar geographical entity, as was the case 
in Salzburg with the Pinzgau region, Pongau, Lungau and 
Salzburggau. 
 
The exchange in 931 also involved numerous serfs, whose 
legal status was similar to that of Roman slaves. They were 
handed over together with the holdings on which they lived 
and were listed by name. This is evidence of the then 
common Meierhof administrative system, in which the 
assets of a clerical or secular manorial lord, e.g. the church 
of Salzburg, were farmed by serfs under the direction of a 
Meier (villicus, Eng. “administrator”). Meierhof 



administration was abandoned between 1000 and 1200; 
instead large parts of the manorial land were transferred to 
the serfs for what was initially a limited time period. 
Thereby, they became owners of the estates transferred to 
them, farmed at their own cost and risk. This was connected 
to the gradual emergence of a unified peasantry. The manor 
(mansus) was the foundation of peasant estates, allocated in 
a way that one peasant family with farmhands could live on 
it. 

 
 
 
 

Kaprun Castle through the ages 
 
Kaprun Castle regained its status as a landmark of the 
municipality after the drastic safeguarding and restoration 
beginning in 1975. Exact information about the castle’s 
construction by the Bavarian counts of Falkenstein is 
unavailable. Among the counts’ entourage in the 12th 
century was a Sigboto of Kaprun, who, as a burgrave, had to 
ensure the maintenance and defence of the fortress. 
Although Kaprun Castle did not serve as a residence of the 
Falkensteins, it ensured the protection of the counts’ estates 
and safeguarded the paths to Mittersill and the valley of the 
Kapruner Ache. 
 
Ownership of the castle was divided between the Lords of 
Felben and Walchen in the 13th century, as the heirs of the 
Falkensteins. Salzburg’s archbishops exploited disputes 
between the two families to secure sovereignty over Kaprun 
Castle. When Ulrich von Felben died in 1415, the castle 
passed to Jörg von Puchheim via Ulrich’s daughter (and 
Jörg’s wife) Praxedis. Archbishop Bernhard von Rohr 
managed to acquire Kaprun Castle in 1480 for 11,000 ducats 
and established it as the seat of the Pfleggericht (district 
court of) Kaprun-Zell. Members of Salzburg’s landed gentry, 
such as the Ramseiders from Saalfelden, the Diethers of 
Schedling and Urstein or the Hundts of Ainetperg, held the 
office of magistrate in Kaprun. While they presided over the 



biannual Landtaidingen magistrate as judges, they also had 
to ensure the safety of the population and the defensive 
preparedness of the castle as military commanders. 
 
Even so, the fortress of Kaprun fell into the hands of 
rebellious peasants in the spring of 1526 and was destroyed; 
reconstruction dragged on until 1574. The castle lost its 
former significance in 1606 when its official functions were 
transferred to Zell am See after the execution of the 
unfortunate Kaspar Vogl, the final magistrate of Kaprun 
Castle. Only subordinate officials such as the 
Unterwaldmeister (a sub-forest warden) had their seat here; 
furthermore, the fortress served as an arsenal storing 

weaponry for the peasant contingent of the national defence 
force (Landfahne). Soldiers were stationed here in case of a 
threat of war, for example during the revolt in the Zillertal in 
1645 and the expulsion of Protestants in 1732. The castle 
was auctioned off in 1812 under Bavarian rule. A total of 15 
consecutive private owners did not possess the means to 
maintain the castle. The intended renovation works were 
not carried out, even after Countess Sophie Löwenstein 
purchased the castle in 1893. Count Johann II of 
Liechtenstein sold the ruinous castle to the consul Heinrich 
Gildemeister/Fischhorn Bruck. As he, too, had no use for the 
old fortification, the deterioration of the castle continued to 
accelerate. 
 
Mayor Helmuth Biechl initiated the conservation of the 
castle in the Architectural Heritage Year of 1975. District 
architect Dipl. Ing. Hans Waltl dedicatedly assumed the 
overall management of the work. A castle association was 
founded the following year and the restorations advanced 
quickly. However, the expiration of the building permit in 
1979 led to a prolonged standstill. Dr Gottfried Nindl, a 
member of Salzburg’s state parliament who took over the 
leadership of the castle association in 1984, managed to 
reach an agreement for the association to purchase the 
castle from the Fischhorn estate, thereby enabling the 
continuation of the works. Since the end of World War II,  the 
last roofs, almost all the vaults, and the kitchen wing had 
collapsed; the deterioration had continued. In 1985, for 



example, the staircase and a chimney in the north wing 
collapsed. The first task, therefore, was to secure the 
foundations of the existing wings, construct connecting 
columns and stiffening beams, restore the walls of the north 
wing, and close a gaping breach in the arsenal. Financing and 
constructing the shingle-tiled wooden roofs was a big task. 
The breakthroughs from the upper tower of the castle to the 
front building as well as the new construction of the kitchen 
wing required difficult decisions. The collapsed part of the 
castle was also rebuilt in the original wall thickness with 
original stones; only the windows saw a few alterations. The 
final construction phases were devoted to the floors, heating 
and interior decoration. 
Thanks to the efforts of the castle association and the 
support of public authorities, particularly the province of 
Salzburg and the municipality of Kaprun, as well as donations 
and volunteers, the castle was revitalised nine centuries 
after its construction. 
 
The first events were held as early as 1985, and the castle 
became a popular historic venue in central Pinzgau. 
Domestic and foreign enterprises and companies use the 
castle for company parties or large-scale events. The flair of 
the medieval masonry acts as an excellent backdrop for top-
class cultural programmes and gala evenings. The castle 
association rents out the castle and its rooms at affordable 
rates for all sorts of concerts, theatre performances, 
weddings, congresses, symposiums, National Park events 

and other significant events. The castle association even 
organises its own annual events, such as the well-known 
Castle Festival, Paddy Night, Spring Fair, Children’s Carnival 
and much more. Since 2001, Misha Hollaus has been 
responsible for the operational and administrative business, 
as well as for the cultural department of the Kaprun castle 
association. 
 
 
After the death of Dr Gottfried Nindl in November 2019, Ing. 
Norbert Karlsböck became the chairman of the Kaprun castle 
association, and soon had to lead the castle through the 
Corona period. Despite this, large construction projects were 
pending, and the new chairman had them executed. The 
roof over the great hall was re-roofed with shingles, and the 



east tower was also built with stairs up to the panoramic 
view. 
 
After decades of effort, a business permit was finally gained 
in 2021 under chairman Dr Nindl, in consultation with the 
municipality, administrative district authority and the 
monument protection service. 
In the three years prior to this there was a large investment 
and security programme; fire protection, emergency route 
lighting, fire doors, and especially fire escapes and other 
safety measures were installed in co-operation with local 
companies. 
 

A hefty main gate on the east side of the castle was found 
between the two towers after intense excavations in 2011. 
Today’s castle gate, on the south side, was not there during 
the Velber era and there was only a small side entrance. The 
moat was built later. Presumably, the castle was not 
accessible from the south. The castle bridge, perhaps built as 
a drawbridge, was built later. 
Therefore, it is highly likely that the newly discovered gate 
was the main access to the castle; a wide approach to the 
castle can still be seen from the east side. 
The Romanesque gate is approx. 2.5 metres wide and 
approx. 3.5 metres deep. Excavations managed to reach the 
threshold. A large, hefty arch spans across the castle gate 
creating a majestic – one could even call it massive – 
entrance between the towers of the castle. 
Another interesting aspect is that the gate was closed very 
quickly, almost precipitately with loose rocks, and remains 
invisible from the outside even today. Why? What 
happened? One can only speculate. 



 
The Walchers lost their share and soon died out in their male 
lineage, and the Velbers became the sole owners. Did they 
relocate the castle gate, was there a drawbridge for better 
protection in case of raids from the south? 
Numerous sling shot or catapult shots were excavated from 
under the bailey in the 1990s; they had never been used. 
Against whom did the Velbers arm themselves? 
Or were there two castle gates because two families shared 
castle ownership? Another possibility, but rather unlikely. 
It is a fact, though, that the Velbers were seated at Kaprun 
Castle and administrated the Pinzgau region as a serfdom 

from the 1200s until 1333. Ulrich von Velben submitted to 
Salzburg’s archbishop in 1333 and the castle thereby fell to 
the church of Salzburg. 
The discovered castle gate isn’t just a sensational structural 
find, but also harbours many open questions about the real 
history of Kaprun Castle. It is a grand Romanesque gate 
opening up Kaprun Castle from the east and today can only 
be seen from the inside. The castle gate remains inaccessible 
and blocked up from outside the castle walls. 
 

 



Under the rule 
of Salzburg’s archbishops 

 
The Pinzgau region was a typical noble territory where 
Bavarian counts and free nobles had rich possessions up to 
the 13th century. The counts of Falkenstein, whose 
eponymous seat was in the municipality of Flintsbach near 
Rosenheim, had the highest importance for Kaprun. They 
were the constructors of Kaprun Castle and gave its 
administration to the burgraves who called themselves “von 
Kaprun” (“of Kaprun”). The legal book of the counts of 
Falkenstein, the Codex Falkensteinensis established in 1166, 
also describes their assets in Kaprun. Count Siboto IV of 
Falkenstein, depicted on the first sheet with his wife 
Hildegard of Mödling and his sons Kuno and Siboto V, 
purchased rearing pigs, geese, chickens and eggs as well as 
animal furs for the purchase of oil, rye, oats, wheat, beans, 
turnips, cabbage and flax. Two Schwaighof farmhouses 
keeping sheep annually delivered him 600 small cheese 
wheels and wool to make loden. 
----------------------------- 
When the counts of Lechsgemünd-Mittersill, who had 
administrated the Oberpinzgau, died out in the early 13th 
century, the county of Mittersill was no longer allocated to 
the counts, instead passing to Salzburg’s archbishops. 
Thanks to a deal with Duke Ludwig of Bavaria, Archbishop 
Eberhard II of Salzburg managed to secure the entire Pinzgau 



region, enfeoffed by King Heinrich (VII) in 1228. The large 
dominion he and his successors established detached itself 
from its “motherland” of Bavaria to become its own country 
in the 14th century. The archbishops transferred the 
execution of the highest jurisdiction to the magistrates of 
their most important castles. This created 32 provincial and 
magistrate courts including Mittersill and also Kaprun. The 
magistrate’s move from the inconvenient Kaprun Castle to 
the market town of Zell am See saw the magistrate court of 
Kaprun become the provincial court of Zell, still in existence 
today as a district court. 
 
One of the major issues for Kaprun’s inhabitants were the 
frequent floods of the Salzach river streaming across the flat 
valley floor in countless meanders. This would frequently 
turn the area from Bruck to Niedernsill into a complete lake. 
The extensive swamps and unhealthily wet climate caused 
illnesses such as typhoid and the “Pinzgauer Wechselfieber” 
(“Pinzgau malaria”). Despite the archbishops’ de-swamping 
attempts straightening the riverbed in the 16th century, the 
Pinzgau Salzach Valley was still compared to the Pontine 
Marshes in the 19th century. 
The Margarethenkirche church in Kaprun has probably 
existed since as early as the 12th century. Nevertheless, 
villagers had to go to Piesendorf for mass until 1556. Only 
then was a curate hired to conduct the service in Kaprun. The 
“Pinzgauer Wallfahrt” (“Pinzgau Pilgrimage”) has taken place 
around Whitsun since 1569. Leading from Zell via the 

Hirschbichl and Berchtesgaden to Salzburg, it is evocative of 
the local population’s religious zeal. The pilgrimage song 
“Die Pinzgä wollen kirfartn gehen…” is still sung frequently. 
Kaprun had its own curacy established in 1624, but it would 
take until 1862 before the village was declared a parish. 
 



The first peasant uprising in the mountainous regions was 
settled in 1462 thanks to the mediation of the Bavarian duke. 
The great Peasant War, eventually gripping Salzburg in 
1525/26, was far more dangerous. Peasants and squires 
under the leadership of tradesmen from Gastein and Rauris 
captured the provincial capital Salzburg and besieged the 
unpopular Cardinal Matthäus Lang at Hohensalzburg 
Fortress for three months. Troops of the Swabian League 
under the command of Duke Ludwig of Bavaria forced an 
armistice and negotiations between the warring parties. 
Another uprising broke out in the mountainous regions in 
March of 1526, after the peasants’ demands remained 
unmet, and they were instead taxed heavily. It was centred 
on the Pinzgau region, where Kaprun Castle was forcefully 
occupied in early March. Soon the castles of Walchen, 
Fischhorn, Taxenbach and Lichtenberg also fell into the 
hands of the rebels. The Tyrolean peasant leader Michael 
Gaismair, whose companions organised the uprising, rose to 
the forefront of the movement. Gaismair unsuccessfully laid 
siege to Radstadt, and his battle companion Peter Paßler 
experienced a severe defeat at Zell ma See on 1 July 1526. 
This resulted in the collapse of the Peasant War; Gaismair 
moved to South Tyrol with the rest of his troops, and almost 
100 ringleaders died by the executioner’s sword in Salzburg. 
 
Archbishop Wolf Dietrich of Raitenau started registering and 
revaluating all the archbishop’s properties in 1603. When 
the Pinzgau farmers realised that they faced the threat of a 

decisive raise in tributes and taxes, Stephan Guethund and 
Hans Kheill wrote a petition. They stated that they had 
already “come into ruin and poverty” and asked Wolf 
Dietrich to be fatherly-gracious to them and not to request 
higher arable services. 
 
Caspar Vogl, magistrate of Kaprun, wanted to see how things 
would develop, but his Werfen counterpart Josef Niggl 
travelled to Salzburg to complain to the archbishop. Fearing 
the outbreak of another peasant war throughout the 
country, Wolf Dietrich dispatched 150 armed citizens of 
Salzburg to Kaprun to arrest the ringleaders at Kaprun Castle. 
Magistrate Caspar Vogl had been ordered to report to 
Salzburg a few days earlier. During interrogation he admitted 
that he had known of the petition but had not reported it. 
For this, he, alongside Keil and Guthund, was sentenced to 
death more than four months later. He was beheaded in the 
embrasure between Festungsberg and Mönchsberg on 8 
November 1606. 

 
 
 
 
 



The judicial murder 
of Caspar Vogl 

 
Caspar Vogl had loyally served the Archbishop of Salzburg, 

Wolf Dietrich of Raitenau, for thirty years as a magistrate of 
Kaprun Castle. He was an official as judicious as he was 

keenly concerned about the welfare of his municipality in 
all his acts. 

Jacob Friedrich Riz zu Grub and the archiepiscopal Kamerrath 
(financial administrator) Sebastian Lueger were sent to the 
mountains by the archbishop in summer of 1603. They were 
mandated to conduct a detailed description of the land 
register, describing and valuing all the goods and lands of the 
subjects. The two archiepiscopal commissioners, in their 
curatorial obsequiousness, estimated the goods to be higher 
than they had been presented for taxation. This measure 
was used to increase the taxes. 
The peasants did not appreciate this, and gathering 
Taxenbach and Zell together, they were determined to resist 
this measure with force. As soon as the archbishop found out 
about this, he made his arrangements. Longinus Walther von 
Walthersweil, Hof- und Kriegsrath (court and war council), 
was given the command of a considerable number of troops 
and advanced via Werfen and Taxenbach to Kaprun. 
 



The peasants were soon disarmed, most of them released 
under serious reprimand and threat of hefty fines. Only a few 
ringleaders, seven peasants from Taxenbach and Zell, were 
imprisoned and subjected to a further investigation. 
 
Yet Caspar Vogl, the magistrate of Zell, was also summoned 
to court in Salzburg, accused of promoting the rebellion with 
his leniency. Unaware of having committed any wrongdoing, 
he gave himself up to the court though he could have easily 
fled. After a long period of imprisonment and torture, the 
court passed sentences of death by majority vote for Vogl 
and the two peasants Hans Kheill and Stephan Guethund, 
confirmed by the archbishop. 
 
The execution of Vogl and the two farmers by the sword took 
place on the so-called Festungsscharte embrasure on the 
Mönchsberg in Salzburg on 8 November 1606 at 8 am. Each 
had no knowledge of the death of the other, because as soon 
as one of them was decapitated, the place of execution was 
levelled with white sand to eliminate blood or any other 
signs of an execution. Then the victims, each in a coffin, were 
given a Christian burial on St. Peter’s Cemetery next to the 
chapel of St. Margarethen. This execution caused a big stir 
throughout the country and the death of the widely 
respected Caspar Vogl was particularly commiserated. 
Caspar Vogl, who had shown solidarity with the Pinzgau 
peasants, became an early victim of justice under the 
sovereign Archbishop Wolf Dietrich of Raitenau and, after 

repeated torture, was executed by the sword in 1606. The 
sovereign’s harsh verdict caused great dismay and has not 
been forgotten to this day in the Pinzgau region. 
 
The execution of Caspar Vogl, who had loyally served the 
archbishops for decades and left behind five children, was 
attributed to Wolf Dietrich as a judicial murder by his 
contemporaries; it is believed that the archbishop later 
regretted his actions. 
 
The theatre performances of Caspar Vogl – der letzte Pfleger 
auf Burg Kaprun from 1987 to 2006 were a special cultural 
highlight at Kaprun Castle. 
 
Castle custodian Hans Waltl reworked the life of the final 
castle magistrate into a theatre piece for the 1,075th 
anniversary of Kaprun. The successful performances 
directed by Salzburg’s Gerard Es in the bailey were cast 
exclusively with amateur actors from Kaprun. The final 
performance took place on the anniversary of Caspar Vogl’s 
death on 8 November 2006; the piece subsequently received 
the Landeskulturpreis (culture award) of the Salzburger 
Nachrichten newspaper. 
 
 
 

 

http://www.salzburg.com/wiki/index.php/Wolf_Dietrich_von_Raitenau


Castle chapel of Saint Jacob 
 
The small chapel was built on the west side of Kaprun Castle, 
slightly below it. It was first documented in 1562. Balthasar 
Dieter von Schedling, the magistrate of Kaprun Castle who 
died in 1563 and was buried in the “castle chapel”, is 
presumed to be the constructor. It is not known whether 
there had been an older building there before. The castle 
chapel of Saint Jacob shapes the look of today’s rebuilt and 
renovated Kaprun Castle. 
 
The castle chapel of Saint Jacob has a barrel vault, a small 
spire with a bell, and a small vestry annex. The baroque 
interior of the church was made by local artisans in the 18th 

century. The small church had already had three altars 
installed by 1617. There is a depiction of Saint Margaret on 
the right side wall. It is the former baroque altarpiece of 
Kaprun’s parish church that was once dedicated to Saint 
Margaret. The striking gravestone of magistrate Balthasar 
Dieter zu Schedling is on the left side wall. The chapel has 
been renovated several times, roofed with wooden shingles 
in 1977 and fundamentally renovated from 1989 to 1994 and 
in 2015/2016. The chapel belongs to the parish of Kaprun 
 
 

Apodosis 
 
The rule of Archbishop Hieronymus Graf Colloredo (1772 to 
1803/12), was met with heavy criticism by the general 
public. One of the leading exponents of the Enlightenment, 
he had little sympathy for popular piety, pilgrimages and 
saint’s days. Salzburg was not spared in the wars against 
revolutionary France and Napoleon. After Colloredo fled his 
city of residence in 1800, the secularisation of 1803 brought 
an end to a millennium of ecclesiastical rule. The completely 
plundered and impoverished province of Salzburg fell to 
Austria in 1816. 
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